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Intensive programme  

In some cases, the MMusEd is offered as a full-time intensive programme. delivered over twelve months The intensive 
programme is structured as follows: 

 

 PRINCIPAL STUDY TEACHING MUSICIAN 
SUPPORTING STUDIES PLACEMENTS ELECTIVE 

 90 credits 60 credits 15 credits 15 credits 

 

Part-time study 

Part-time study is not available on the MMusEd programme. 

Principal Study 
Please see faculty pages for detailed information on Principal Study. 

Second Study 
All students are eligible to audition for a Second Study upon request. An audition will normally be required following the 

https://www.rcm.ac.uk/faculties/
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Placements and Electives 
In the Placements modules you will undertake a range of placements in partner organisations which may include 
schools, music services/hubs, education departments of ensembles, RCM Sparks or RCM Junior Department. 

Each year you will also take 
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Experimental Music 

An introduction to experimental music including open scores, extended techniques and object-based music. You will 
develop understanding of historical, practical, and aesthetic issues relating to experimental music performance practice. 

Historical Performance 

Explore a wide range of repertoire from 1600-1900 through projects organised by the Historical Performance 
department.  

Improvisation 

Develop improvisation skills on your Principal Study instrument through individualised coaching focussing on technical 
and theoretical aspects of improvisation. You can choose to focus on baroque, classical, jazz or experimental 
approaches. 

Memorising Music 

Learn the theory and practice of memorising music successfully. 

Musicianship & Improvisation 

Explore musicianship and stylistic improvisation skills to an advanced level. 



 
 

5 

Practical Teaching Portfolio  

In this module you will develop your teaching practice through self-reflection, self-assessment and guided self- critique. 
You will discuss current teaching activities with an allocated mentor and observe your mentor and your peers in a 
teaching situation.  

Stylistic Composition 

Learn the art and craft of compositional technique in a variety of styles. There are two routes: classical (broadly early 
baroque to early twentieth century) and jazz. 

Techniques of Analysis  

This module explores a range of different technical approaches to analysing a broad range of music, focusing on 
coherence and expression in form, harmony, melody, tonality, and syntax.  

The Digital Musician 

Develop digital skills and understanding of the role of technology in a musician’s career. 

Women in Music  

You will gain understanding of women’s role in music, past and present, through a research-based performance project 
and a professional placement alongside a female mentor.  
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